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Finally, the anniversary events are starting in January with a bird photo

contest! Photo by Pat Bigelow was taken

from https://waterlooregionnature.ca/event/kitchener-christmas-bird-count-2021/.
Pat is a member of Waterloo Region Nature.

Do you have your own coveted bird photo?

Here’s your chance to share it! Any bird photo taken after July 19 of this year, either
on the trail or off the trail, can be submitted to our bird photo contest! If you have no
recent bird photo, and would like to participate in the contest, there is still time to take
your picture! Check out these tips for taking photos of birds. Full GVTA photo contest
details are provided in the article below.

With our best wishes for the holiday season! Happy hiking in 2022!

GVTA - Celebrating our 50th Anniversary!
By Mary-Ellen Currie

The Grand Valley Trails Association is proud to celebrate our 50th Anniversary in
2022. We've been busy planning special events, hikes, contests and more to
celebrate this significant milestone.

Here’s a preview of some of the exciting events coming your way soon:

e Bird Photo Contest in January (see details in this Newsletter)
e Family Day Hike in February
e 50 Years of GVTA Trivia
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Join our team of hike leaders! We need new leaders as some have retired. Please
contact Petra Suffling at hikes@gvta.on.ca for more information on becoming a hike
leader.

GVTA Hikes and postings:

Upcoming hikes are shown on the GVTA calendar, with full details and online
registration links added as soon as these are finalized. Further details and new hikes
are added continuously, so keep checking for

updates: https://www.gvta.on.ca/HikesEvents.htm

Our hikes will continue to be varied in distance, speed and landscape to suit a
diversity of interests among our members.

We have a lineup of monthly Family Hikes extending well into 2022. This is a great
way to introduce youngsters to the fun of exploring trails and enjoying nature.

Hikes coming soon include:

December 26th 7:30pm: Boxing day - Lights of Old Westmount. Enjoy a leisurely
evening walkabout while viewing festive lights on older homes. Details on the GVTA
calendar.
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Here we see Trial Captain Rosemary Zehr (above) prepping cut boards for stairway
rebuild on Pinnacle section

Rosemary Zehr is a new trail captain of not one but two sections: km 0 — km 3 of
Pinnacle and km 37.2 — km 39.9, through the Natchez woods of Black

Walnut. Rosemary has a keen eye for trailblazing and has been updating both of her
sections in between her busy personal commitments which included a few long hikes
in other parts of the province this fall.

You'll notice a new stairway in the Pinnacle section (km 0.3) that Rosemary, Doug
(her husband), Ben Scholz (Trail director of Pinnacle), and | have built in the
summer.

Thank you, Rosemary, for your attention to detail, unwavering commitment, and
perseverance in making the GVT an enjoyable hiking experience for all that hike it.






Tony Kelly joined as a new Trail Captain in Carolinian Crest in Spring 2021. Tony
has already organized several small work parties to do trail repair, tree removal,
water control and extensive blazing.

Tony, Fred Standeven (Trail Director for Carolinian Crest), Annie Coté-Kennedy
(GVTA President), and | met with the City of Brantford staff to build a working
relationship as we co-maintain different sections of the trail in and around
Brantford. Tony has been maintaining the relationship well and the city is pleased
with the direction and new relationship we now have. Additionally, Tony has been
providing many ideas and suggestions to help make trail maintenance easier and
better across the trail.



Thank you, Tony for your enthusiasm, steadfast determination, and dedication in all
that you do for the Grand Valley Trail!
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Trail Captain Tony Kelly (brown hat, dark coat) chatting with Graham Pluck, Parks
Supervisor City of Brantford, with Trial Director Fred Standeven (grey hat, white coat)
and Bob Marshall, Parks Maintenance City of Brantford listening in. VP Trial
Maintenance Jason Thompson is in the foreground.
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