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Welcome to this first edition of our e-newsletter! The new Trail Markings will
replace the paper copy of Trail Markings and the e-newsletter Trail Blazes. As
many hiking clubs, we have made the decision to go electronic and discontinue
the print version for many reasons. Going electronic means reduced expenses
with no printing and mailing costs, less volunteer effort, less paper, more
environmentally friendly, more flexible distribution and more current design
options. So many benefits all around! Please click "view this email in your
browser" for best results. We recognize it will be an adjustment for some but we
hope for your continued support and as always, we welcome your comments.
Email us at info@qgvta.on.ca.

(If you prefer to print a copy, simply click on the print icon in the top of the email.)
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Volunteer Profile: NICk Kuret .y emiy sennet

Nick is the Trail Director for the Black Walnut section of the GVTA and works with a team
of dedicated Trail Captains who take responsibility for their section of the trail. As a Trail
Director, Nick trains new volunteers, manages the Landowner agreements and organizes
work parties when needed. Nick has also received GVTA’s Award of Merit, and Hike
Ontario Volunteer Award.

Nick and his family (wife Anita, daughter Jennifer and grand-son Mackenzie) are GVTA
members, supporters and avid trail maintenance volunteers. Nick and Anita lead hikes
throughout the GVTA and environs. Nick and Anita enjoy trail maintenance so much,
they also volunteer for the Bruce Trail Conservancy. Recently | had the pleasure of
speaking with Nick and asked him a few questions about his role as a GVTA volunteer:

How did you get started in trail maintenance?

In 1988, | discovered some advertisements for leading hikes near where we live. We
enjoyed participating in the hikes and then | contacted the GVTA to see if we might help
with trail work. The following spring, the GVTA held a Trail Maintenance training session
and a small but mighty group participated. | became a Trail Captain for that section of
the trail and still maintain it to this day along with my wife and daughter. In early 2000’s



the trail was sectioned into the four sections and soon after | became the Project
Manager for Construction Crews for the entire trail. When the Black Walnut Trail Director
left, | was asked to step into the role.

What are your best memories of working on the GVTA?

| like taking on a new project and especially, group projects (like building a bridge). | love
working with the group during the project and get great satisfaction when the job is
completed. The crew makes it easy and it's almost a social event.

What keeps you motivated?

Well, I'm still in good shape and can do most of the work, including dealing with fallen
trees.| have great pride in keeping the trail open for hikers all year round. It's great
knowing | had a part in keeping them safe & sound on our trails.

Thank-you, Nick, for being a great Trail Captain, Trail Director and Crew Captain!




Interested in becoming a Trail Captain or Trail Director? Send an email
to volunteer@gvta.on.ca to let us know. We will be offering Trail

Maintenance training in the early Spring as part of Earth Day events.
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Happy Earth Day!
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